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     Greetings and Thank You!  
You’ve all done a super job in wel-
coming your new slates of Chapter 
officers and taking care of all of the 
administrative matters that get us 
off in good stead for 2015! Our new 
officers are very busy, “drinking 
from the fire hose.” Here’s a great 
opportunity to go to the Council 
Website, www.moaa-nc.org , find 
your Chapter President’s picture, 
click on the email address listed, 
and send a brief Thank You mes-
sage!  We have a wonderfully dedi-
cated team statewide because of the 
dedicated service of Chapter mem-
bers and leaders.    
     Of all of the many important ac-
tivities we’ve got going on, which 
you’ll read about in this Council 
Comments edition and on our col-
lective websites and newsletters, 
here’s one that is history in the 
making.  After many months of in-

vestigation, decision making, col-
laboration and process improve-
ments, we can all now have elec-
tronic communications with our NC 
legislators.   We’ve learned from 
years of TAKING ACTION with 
National MOAA important legisla-
tive matters, that having the use of 
technology enables us to have a 
much more powerful collective 
voice.  
      I represent you on the Commu-
nication and Legislative Commit-
tees of the 4th Branch.  Your 
NCCOC 4th Branch and Federal 
Retiree Task Force members were 
also heavily involved in the deci-
sion making and support of taking 
this historic step.   We went with 
the CQ Roll Call ENGAGE and 
now YOU are asked to take the im-
portant step of Registering in this 
program.   

continued on page 2 
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The President’s Message 
(Continued from page 1) 

This is the most important step.   Remember 
that this company has an impressive security 
system and is very widely used by other ad-
vocacy groups.   The new 4th Branch website 
houses this program.  You’ll find important 
links to the mission of the 4th Branch, news 
feeds and a messaging component where 
you’ll receive messages to TAKE ACTION.    
Please go to  www.4thbranchnc.org  and then 
do the following: 
* Complete the registration.  Where it asks 
for organization, you may include NCCOC-
MOAA. 
* Where it asks for where you have served, 
please check off all applicable boxes includ-
ing MILITARY. 
* Make sure that you put in all numbers in 
your “five + 4” zip code. 
So now that you are registered, let’s build 
that POWERFUL VOICE in NC by contact-

ing everyone you know and asking them to 
also register.  YOU DO NOT NEED TO BE 
A MOAA member to have a voice in this 
system.  You just need to live in NC and 
complete the registration and there you go!   
I’d love to know that you registered and are 
doing what you can to make a difference in 
influencing very important matters.   This 
system will also enable us to target messages 
for organizational groups.   This is a start!   It 
will not be effective if we don’t all partici-
pate.  I’m counting on each and every person 
to get ENGAGED!!!  And please know that I 
welcome your questions and concerns.    
              jigrahamusa@gmail.com 
     Thanks again, for all that you do every 
day to demonstrate that you care and advo-
cate for ALL service members, retirees, vet-
erans, families and survivors.  HOOAH! 

      In 2008, Con-
gress passed legis-
lation authorizing 
the Secretary of 
Defense to con-
duct a program to 
commemorate the 

50th anniversary of the Vietnam War; this 
program runs from 2015 through 2017, with 
the following objectives: 
1. To thank and honor veterans of the Viet-
nam War, including personnel who were held 
as prisoners of war or listed as missing in ac-
tion, for their service and sacrifice on behalf 
of the United States and to thank and honor 
the families of these veterans. 
2. To highlight the service of the Armed 
Forces during the Vietnam War and the con-
tributions of Federal agencies and govern-
mental and non-governmental organizations 

that served with, or in support of, the Armed 
Forces. 
3. To pay tribute to the contributions made on 
the home front by the people of the United 
States during the Vietnam War.   
4. To highlight the advances in technology, 
science, and medicine related to military re-
search conducted during the Vietnam War. 
5. To recognize the contributions and sacri-
fices made by the allies of the United States 
during the Vietnam War. 
     The North Carolina Council of Chapters 
of the Military Officers Association of Amer-
ica is a registered Partner in this program.  
Accordingly, all 16 Chapters in the Council 
are also Partners.  During the three-year Pro-
gram, the Council and Chapters will be con-
ducting multiple events in support of the ob-
jectives of the program to meet the minimum 
requirement of two events per year.  
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MOAA Spotlights NCCOC 1stVP CAPT Douglas Ehrhardt 
(From the March MOAA E-Newsletter The Affiliate) 

     CAPT 
Douglas 
Ehrhardt 
USN (Ret), 
didn’t plan to 
start a MOAA 
Chapter. 
While volun-
teering at the 
Ashe County 
Free Medical 
Clinic in Jef-
ferson, N.C., 
Ehrhardt 

learned three of his co-workers were MOAA 
members. The trio began talking and decided 
in 2009 to form the New River (N.C.) Chap-
ter. 
     Ehrhardt, a MOAA Life member since 
1987, had no Chapter experience. Neverthe-
less, he volunteered to serve as president, an 
office he still holds.  
     “I can’t understand why any current or 
former commissioned officer isn’t a MOAA 
member and Chapter member,” says 
Ehrhardt. “The combined annual cost for 
both National and Chapter membership usu-
ally only amounts to pennies a day.” 
     Still, recruiting new Chapter members is 
challenging. So Ehrhardt launched the New 
River Chapter’s website and later an e-
newsletter, Current Happenings, to supple-
ment the Chapter’s print newsletter, the New 
River Current. The website provides visitors 
with information on MOAA and the Chapter 
and contains photos, links to newsletters, and 
information on community-service projects. 
Under his leadership, the RADM. Scott L. 
Sears USN Memorial Scholarship Program 
was established to assist college-bound Jun-
ior ROTC cadets. Members recently launched 
a community veterans’ recognition program 
— an idea Ehrhardt gleaned from mentor and 
fellow MOAA member CAPT Lance Sholdt 
USN (Ret). 

     With the support and assistance of his fel-
low Chapter officers and committee chairs, 
Ehrhardt set up a New River Chapter MOAA 
Facebook page, got interesting speakers for 
monthly meetings, worked to get media cov-
erage for Chapter events, and encouraged his 
fellow members to engage in one-on-one re-
cruiting. Thanks to those efforts, the New 
River Chapter has received MOAA’s five-
star Levels of Excellence Award each year 
since 2011. Ehrhardt also received the 
MOAA coin for outstanding leadership.  In 
2011, Ehrhardt became the 3d Vice President 
of the North Carolina Council of Chapters 
and set up their website and later an e-
newsletter. The council’s website and e-
newsletter, along with the New River Chap-
ter’s website, e-newsletter, and print newslet-
ter — produced by Editor COL Ken Lynn 
USAF (Ret.) — consistently have received 
awards in MOAA’s annual Col. Marvin J. 
Harris Communications Award Contest. 
     Now, as the State Council’s 1st Vice 
President in charge of public affairs and com-
munication, Ehrhardt helps other Chapter 
leaders in North Carolina set up their own 
award-winning websites and e-newsletters 
and develop progressive communication 
strategies to reach current and potential mem-
bers. 
     “I feel it is my mission to continue to push 
our Chapters and Councils toward even 
greater use of technology to help get the word 
out,” he says.  Ehrhardt currently is working 
with Council President COL Jeri Graham, 
USA (Ret.), to develop a legislative-alert 
email system that will link MOAA Council 
and Chapter members with other state coali-
tions to increase the effectiveness of their ad-
vocacy efforts in the state legislature. 
     “Given that I’m going to follow COL Jeri 
Graham as Council President in 2016, I hope 
I can continue to bring the same energy and 
vitality she puts forth every day,” says 
Ehrhardt.  
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Tip of the Hat 
(From the January and March MOAA E-Newsletters The Affiliate) 

… to CAPT Bob Philpott USCG (Ret), member of the Southeastern 
(N.C.) Chapter. Officials at Cape Fear Community College in Cape 
Fear, N.C., recently named its campus veterans’ center after Philpott, 
who served 26 years in the Coast Guard and is a longtime student veter-
ans’ advocate. 
     The Bob Philpott Veterans Center will serve veterans and their fam-
ily members who account for approximately 10 percent of the student 
population. Congratulations! 

 

… to members of the New River (N.C.) Chapter who honored former Marine Corps Cpl 
Ernest J. O’Banion, a Korean War veteran, for his military service.  
 O’Banion is the first veteran to be honored under the Chapter’s new Veterans Recognition 
program.  
Editor’s Note:  See the article below for more about the New River Chapter Veterans Recog-
nition program. 

 New River Chapter Military Officers Association of America  
Veterans Recognition Program  

Program Name: New River Chapter Veter-
ans Recognition Program  
Purpose: To Identify and Recognize Veter-
ans Living in the Catchment Area for the 
New River Chapter of the Military Officers 
Association of America with a Certificate of 
Appreciation and Token in Appreciation of 
their Military Service.  
Description: Upon identification of a retired 
veteran living in the New River Chapter 
catchment area – the counties of Ashe, 
Wilkesboro and Allegheny in North Carolina 
– whether through self-nomination, nomina-
tion by a relative or identification by a close 
associate, the Chapter will honor the veteran 
with the presentation of a certificate recog-
nizing the veteran’s service and a token re-
membrance, e.g., a set of personalize dog 
tags with the members rank/rate, name, unit 
name and service years, as well as a John 
Wayne c-ration opener.  
Award Ceremony: After a name has been 
received, a member of the New River Chap-
ter will contact a family member to obtain a 

brief description of the veteran’s service, 
most significant or last unit served, grade 
upon leaving the service and years of service.  
The Chapter will research the unit name to 
determine areas served and locate, when 
available a unit patch or logo that can be 
printed on a certificate. A sample certificate 
is attached.  
     When appropriate, a scheduled visit will 
be made by at least two members of the New 
River Chapter – one being from the same ser-
vice as the veteran – to the veteran’s home, 
retirement center, or other place of care so as 
to present the certificate and token to the vet-
eran and express the appreciation of the 
Chapter, the Military and the Nation for his/
her service.  
Long Term Recogniton: The New River 
Chapter will create a link on the Chapter’s 
website, www.newrivermoaa.org, wherein 
the names, services, units and dates of service 
of the veteran will be posted for posterity.  
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 The Chapel Hill-Carrboro Chamber of Commerce  
Recently Honored COL Fred and Sylvia Black 

As 2014 Citizens of the Year 

Please send your congratulations 
to: 

 

 Fred and Sylvia Black  
who  

were honored as the 

2014 Citizens of the Year 
2016 Woodleaf Drive 

Chapel Hill, NC 27516 
fhblack@nc.rr.com 

919.932.7860 
 

     In the nearly 20 years that Fred and Sylvia Black have resided in Chapel Hill, they have es-
tablished a record of selfless community service.  
     Fred Black has shared his professional expertise in the field of leadership development and 
diversity through programs at the Chapel Hill Police Department, Fire Department, and local 
schools. He has mentored youth in several formal and informal programs in Chapel Hill and 
Durham and tutored students, as well. His service in the Town of Chapel Hill and UNC, includ-
ing selection committees, advisory groups, election forums, and various keynote speaking en-
gagements, have all had a marked impact on the community. Additionally, Fred is a proud 
Army retiree and veteran he has been very active advocating across North Carolina for veteran 
issues in the General Assembly.  
     Sylvia Black has been a Blue Ribbon Mentor for the public schools for 8 years, meeting 
weekly with an at-risk child. She is the Board Chair of ABAN, a non-profit that houses and 
educates homeless young women and their babies in Ghana. Sylvia is on the Executive Com-
mittee of Orange County Habitat for Humanity. She is an active member of the Delta Sigma 
Theta sorority, having served as president of the area alumni chapter. Sylvia has also served as 
a Red Cross volunteer, a Girl Scout leader, and officer of the Chapel Hill Service League. For 
their tireless efforts in improving our community and powerful commitment to community ser-
vice, we are proud to honor Fred and Sylvia Black as the 2014 Citizens of the Year. 
 
Editor’s Note:  COL Fred Black USA (Ret.) is a Past President of the North Carolina Council 
of Chapters and a member of the Durham-Orange Chapter.   
 



The North Carolina State MOAA Convention at the High Hampton 
Resort, near Cashiers, 11-14 June 
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     Make plans now to attend the state convention being held this year at the historic High Hamp-
ton Inn in Cashiers, NC. The mountain air and atmosphere will encourage outdoor activities in-
cluding swimming in the inn’s crystal clear lake or hiking on the many trails. A spa, fly fishing, 
shuffleboard, croquet, corn toss, paddle boats as well as golf are also available. A special dis-
counted group golf rate of $60 per person including green fees and carts is being offered. Offsite, 
a visit to the quaint towns of Cashiers and Highlands is planned.  
     Meals will be bountiful Southern culinary affairs using fresh seasonal ingredients and tradi-
tional recipes that have been handed down over the generations. Favorites such as High Hampton 
fried chicken, local rainbow trout and herb crusted prime rib are all served in an elegant buffet 
style. Three complete meals per days are included.  
     Scheduled guests and speakers include VADM (Ret.) Norb Ryan, MOAA President, MG 
Gregory Lusk, the NC National Guard Adjutant General, COL (Ret.) Barry Wright, Director 
of MOAA’s Councils and Chapters and Congressman Mark Meadows (R-NC11) who resides 
Cashiers.  
     Cost is $979 per couple; $849 single…and includes 3 nights lodging, all meals, taxes and gra-
tuities. This also includes group meetings, private cocktail party, and a special group banquet 
with surprise speaker.  
     The deadline to register is 15 February. To register for the convention, click on the following 
link to get to the Council’s website and then follow the instructions:  
http://www.moaa-nc.org/_chapters.php. 
 
                    (Reprinted from the February New River Current Chapter newsletter) 

Editor’s Note: 
Although the 15 Feb-
ruary deadline to 
register has already 
passed, final pay-
ment for this event is 
not due until 30 
March.  If you want 
to attend, you must 
register immediately. 



    

NC National Guard Family to be our Guests at our State Conven-
tion at High Hampton, 11-14 June 
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     Mark and Holly Almond were married on 1 July 2000.  MAJ Almond is a native of North 
Carolina from Winston-Salem.  He received his commission from ROTC at UNC Charlotte in 
1996 and is currently the Battalion Executive Officer/Administrative Officer for 5th Battalion 
113th Field Artillery Regiment (HIMARS).  MAJ Almond has had two tours to Iraq and one to 
Egypt.  

     Holly is a 7th grade writing teacher.  While she loves teaching, she enjoys her summers off 
spent by the pool with a good book.  Faith is ten years old.  She is an avid reader and enjoys 
playing piano.  Hope is eight years old.  She is a competitive dancer with an enormous collec-
tion of stuffed animals.  The family lives in Apex with their Westie, Liberty. 

Editor’s Note:  Raffle tickets were sold to cover the costs for our NC National Guard family to 
join us at our State Convention at High Hampton, 11-14 June.  The winning ticket will be 
drawn on 14 March and  the winner will receive a free week in August 2015 at COL Graham’s 
beach house in Carolina Beach.   
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Protect the Benefits You’ve Earned 
By MOAA President VADM Norb Ryan USN (Ret.) 

     We have urgent work to do in order to protect 
your hard-won military benefits.  Within a few days 
of each other, the White House and the Military 
Compensation and Retirement Modernization Com-
mission (MCRMC) both released their ideas for 
transforming military pay and benefits. 
     Stand up with MOAA, your most powerful advo-
cate for military rights. Contact Congress now to en-
sure your voice is heard. 
     The administration’s FY 2016 budget rehashes 
many proposals that don’t attempt to modernize or 
reform pay and benefits—they simply continue to 

erode them. There are recommendations to: 
 consolidate TRICARE's Prime, Standard, and Extra programs into one plan. Working-age 
retirees will pay for service in military treatment facilities, absorb the Prime enrollment fee, and 
pay standard copayments and deductibles. The proposal also adds a new, means-tested, TRI-
CARE For Life enrollment fee; 
 continue the erosion of the $1 billion commissary subsidy. Proposed cuts would lead to an 
eventual 66-percent decrease in purchasing power; and 
 cap pay for the currently serving. Paychecks may look bigger with the proposed 1.3-percent 
raise, but this raise is the third straight year below private-sector increases. Retention and readi-
ness are at stake as troops face tough career decisions. 
     Meanwhile, the MCRMC’s recommendations propose, among things, eliminating TRICARE 
for military families and working-age retirees and replacing it with a health plan similar to what 
federal employees use. 
     As your most powerful advocate, MOAA will continue to fight for what’s fair, and to protect 
the benefits you earned for your years of service. Soon we will “storm the hill,” pursuing the 
most critical legislative needs of our members, the military community, veterans and survivors. 
But our strength depends on our numbers—and on having the resources to keep working with 
Congress to protect your benefits. 
     That’s why I urge you to contact your legislators and to share this email with your fellow 
officers today. 
     The nation’s debt crisis cannot be solved at the expense of military personnel alone. Please 
stand up—with MOAA—for the rights and benefits you’ve earned. We will never stop serving. 
Sincerely, 
 

 

 
 



 

Photos from the 1st Qtr State Council Meeting in New Bern 
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    CAPT Kathy Beasley NC USN (Ret.), 
MOAA’s Deputy Director of Government 
Relations (Health Care) (L) was the guest 
speaker at the 1st Qtr State Council dinner 
in New Bern on 16 January.  She and 
Coastal Carolina President CAPT Marie 
Senzig NC USN (Ret.) attach the Chapter’s 
2014 4-Star Level of Excellence streamer to 
their banner.  

     CAPT Hank Wade USN 
(Ret.), President of the Tar 
Heel Central Chapter (L) and 
Coastal Carolina 1stVP Capt 
Curtis Bare USMC (Ret.) at 
the State Council meeting in 
New Bern. 
     The Heavy Lifter trophy in 
the background was later pre-
sented to Capt Bare and his 
wife, Susie (pictured above) 
for their work in the Chapter. 

      
 
 

     CAPT Beasley along with Coastal Caro-
lina’s LTC Mary Roberts USA (Ret.) (C) 
and Susie Bare are all smiles at the Friday 
night dinner in New Bern. 
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Photos from the 1st Qtr State Council Meeting in New Bern 

         
 
 
     Pictured here (l-r) are 
Judy Windham, Cathy 
Ehrhardt (New River) 
along with Coastal Caro-
lina Board member Capt 
Alva Windham USMC 
(Ret.) and Chapter Presi-
dent CAPT Marie Senzig 
USN (Ret.). 

      
 
 
 

     Renny Pike (Cary) (L) and Cathy Ehrhardt 
(Fleetwood) renew friendships in New Bern on 
16 January. 

    
 
 
 

       (l-r) Gloria Petty 
(Jacksonville), Lucille Long 
(Cary) and LtCol Les Petty 
USMC (Ret.) (SENCLand) 
at the Friday dinner on 16 
January 
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TRICARE Air Evac Policy Clarified 
(From Armed Forces News - 6 March 2015 

 

From the North Carolina Veterans Council 

     The North Carolina Council of (MOAA) 
Chapters is an active organization in the 
North Carolina Veterans Council.  State 
Council President COL Jeri Graham has 
been appointed chair of the Legislative Com-
mittee of the Veterans Council. 
     Veterans Council Legislative Day will be 
Wednesday, 15 April at the State Legislative 
Building on Jones Street in Raleigh.  COL 
Graham will be in Washington Storming the 
Hill on that day, but 1stVP CAPT Doug 
Ehrhardt will be in charge of the MOAA 
table.  3dVP COL Harley Ellinger will be 
contacting Chapter Legislative Reps as well. 
    One notable aspect of the day is to attend 
the Veterans recognition event in both Cham-
bers.  Anyone who can help staff the MOAA 
table, visit legislators and attend Chambers is 
welcome to come and participate.  COL Gra-
ham will publish a schedule of events when 
they are finalized; this will be posted on the 
State Council website moaa-nc.org and possi-
bly in the State Council E-newsletter as well. 
     At the right are 2015 legislative goals that 
were voted on and approved by the NC Vet-
erans Council of 2 March. 

 

North Carolina Veterans Council 
2015 Legislative Goals 

 
 Establish a NC Department of Mili-

tary and Veterans Affairs, with Cabi-
net-level leadership position, to pro-
vide maximum access for veterans 
seeking health, education, employ-
ment and business assistance benefits. 

 
 Ensure relevant military service ex-

perience is considered as it relates to 
licensing and credentialing. 

 
 Ensure the equal tax treatment of fed-

eral, state, local and military retiree 
benefits. 

 
 Encourage and promote the use of 

veteran-owned business for state, lo-
cal government contracts. 

 
 Protect service members, veterans and 

their families, by not increasing the 
cost of consumer installment loans or 
authorizing pay day or car-title loans. 

 

     TRICARE, the military's managed health-
care plan, wants beneficiaries to understand 
the guidelines for air ambulance services, or 
air evacuation. "TRICARE only pays if the 
transport is medically necessary and to the 
closest, safest location for medical care," the 
agency said in a Feb. 18 statement. Overseas 
retirees who take advantage of air evac must 

pay first, then file for reimbursement. So do 
active-duty family members covered under 
TRICARE Standard. "Air ambulance service 
can be very expensive," the agency stated. "If 
you are planning to live or travel overseas, 
you may wish to consider other options for 
coverage of air transportation for circum-
stances not covered by TRICARE." 



North Carolina Council 

of Chapters 

111 Boros Rd, New Bern, 

NC  28560 

 

Address Correction Requested 

     Council Comments is the newsletter of the North Carolina Council 
of Chapters and is published six times per year.  A current issue of the 
newsletter can be found on the North Carolina Council of Chapters 
website moaa-nc.org. Anyone wishing to receive this newsletter by E-
mail may do so by contacting us at fourbranch@earthlink.net  
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